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Marriage Ceremonies in Morocco . By Edward Westermarck. 
London: Macmillan. 1914. Pp. xii, 422. 

Dr. Westermarck’ s latest book is designed to fill a gap in his 
History of Human Marriage in which he treated in very brief 
fashion the wedding ceremonies and, as he says, ‘‘failed to recog- 
nize their magical significance.” In the present volume, he 
describes, with a wealth of detail, the wedding customs of a single 
people, the Muhammedan natives of Morocco, selecting as repre- 
sentative one tribe each from the several groups. Starting from 
a description of the customs as observed by himself and related 
to him by natives, he seeks to interpret them, so far as he can, 
with the aid of the native explanations. While he does not adopt 
Mr. Ernest Crawley’s theory that “ceremonies of marriage are 
intended to neutralise the dangers supposed to be connected 
with all contact between man and woman and with the state of 
marriage itself, as also to make the union safe, prosperous, and 
happy,” he does find these as the root-ideas in practically all the 
marriage-rites; that is, a prophylactic or purificatory purpose 
to ward off the dangers which seem to be bound up with marriage 
and sexual intercourse; and a desire to bring positive benefits 
to the union such as wealth, fecundity, and domestic peace. 

It goes without saying that any contribution by Dr. Wester- 
marck to the field of sociology and anthropology will be most 
valuable, and this is a careful study based upon six years of resi- 
dence and investigation among the native tribes of Morocco. 

In the notes at the end of the book, Dr. Westermarck reprints 
his article, published in Folklore , 1911, replying to Dr. Frazer’s 
criticism of his theory of the origin of the prohibition of marriage 
between kindred and exogamy which amplifies the position he 
had already taken in his previous writings. 

Einfluss von Erblichkeit und Umwelt auf das Wachstum. By 
Franz Boas. Zeitschrift fur Ethnologie. 1913. Vol. 45. 
Pp. 615-627. 

Professor Boas in this article on the influence of heredity and 
environment on growth, tries to determine the inherited differ- 
ences in characteristic periods of development, the influence of 
environment upon the rate of development, and the possibility 
of separating the two factors. He starts with the assumption 
that the longer any part of the body takes to develop the greater 
will probably be the influence of environment upon its develop- 
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ment; an assumption which seems to be supported by investi- 
gations in variability and which show a range of variability in 
the child of a few weeks or months but in the adult a variation of 
some years, increasing rapidly with age. The inherited differ- 
ences in development have been worked out with accuracy only 
in regard to the sexes where it has been shown that the girl is a 
year and a half in advance of the boy of the same age and this 
difference is to be observed as early as in the fifth year. 

The separation of the influence of heredity and environment 
must be determined by investigation in the relationships of par- 
ents and children, and within the family of brothers and sisters. 
Professor Boas’ own conclusion is that the variation of children 
from the normal will be only a third as great as that of their 
parents. Within the family greater variation should be shown 
in those physical characteristics which develop later in life; so 
the difference in bodily size between parents and children should 
be greater than the difference in the shape and size of the head 
which is determined by the twelfth year; a statement which 
seems to be confirmed by Professor Boas’ investigations among 
the East-European Jews in New York. 

Among Congo Cannibals . By John H. Weeks. London: See- 
ley, Service and Co. 1913. Pp. 352. 

Mr. Weeks has spent thirty years as a missionary in the Congo, 
fifteen years among the Boloki, whose customs he describes. As 
might be expected the book is made up of incidents occurring 
during the author’s long residence among this particular tribe 
and of the facts which would attract the attention of one who was 
interested in anthropology. A rather wide range of subjects 
bearing on native life is covered and the result makes most in- 
teresting reading. 

As an example of naive native psychology is the story of the 
rain-doctor, who patiently continued his incantations against 
the rain until it stopped of its own accord and then exclaimed 
triumphantly: “You see, white man, I can stop the rain.” 

The Barbary Coast. Sketches of French North Africa. By 
Albert Edwards. New York: Macmillan. 1913. Pp. 
xxvii, 312. 

Writing as a journalist, Mr. Bullard has attempted to portray 
the charm and mystery of the Barbary Coast and has succeeded 
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